ST. MICHAEL’S C. OF E. PRIMARY SCHOOL, BAMFORD

Policy for Special Educational Needs and Disability
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Mission Statement
At St. Michael’s every child is enveloped in a warm, safe, Christian embrace. We face our challenges together and enjoy our educational adventure. We believe and trust in each other. Our children shine brightly. High expectations, endless encouragement and quality teaching enable us all to believe in, dream of and aspire to reaching our full potential in every way. Children leave St. Michael’s knowing that with effort, commitment, engagement and self-belief they are ready to spread their wings and fly.

Introduction

St Michael’s provides education of the highest quality for all children.  Some children have specific learning needs which require particular action by the school.  Staff at St Michael’s take account of these requirements and make provision, where necessary, to support individuals or groups of children.  This policy ensures that curriculum planning and assessment for children with special educational needs takes account of the type and extent of the difficulty experienced by the child, (which may be at any time during their time at the school). 

Aims of this policy
· to create an environment that meets the special educational needs of each child.
· to ensure that the special educational needs of children are identified, assessed and provided for.
· to identify the roles and responsibilities of staff in providing for children’s special educational needs.
· to enable all children to have full access to all elements of the school curriculum.
· to ensure that parents are able to play their part in supporting their child’s education.

Inclusion

At St Michael’s we offer excellence to all our children, whatever their ability or needs.  We have high expectations of all our children.  We support access to learning and participation.  We want all our children to know and feel that they are a valued part of our school community.

Through appropriate curricular provision, we respect the fact that children:
· have different educational and behavioural needs and aspirations;
· require different strategies for learning;
· acquire, assimilate and communicate information at different rates;
· need a range of different teaching approaches and experiences.

When they join St Michael’s, all our children are assessed through observation based on the objectives and scales of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile.  This information is used to provide starting points for the development of an appropriate curriculum for all our children. Information from St. Michael’s Nursery Class and other pre-school settings is also helpful in establishing a picture of children’s starting point on entry to school.

Special Educational Needs
Children with special educational needs have difficulties in learning which require special provision to be made.  All children may have special needs at some time in their lives.  Children have a learning difficulty if:

· they have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age.
· they have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities that are provided for children of the same age.

Teachers’ planning shows evidence of differentiation to include appropriate work, provision and support for all children with Special Educational Needs.

Additional and Different Support
If our assessments show that a child may have a learning difficulty at any stage of their school life, we carefully monitor their progress. If evidence confirms the difficulty, we implement strategies to address the needs of the child using school-based resources. This level of support is at Wave 1 with additionality in the way the child accesses quality first teaching, and often at Wave 2 when a child receives interventions and group support.  The class teacher will keep parents informed and draw upon them for additional information.  The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) will then take the lead in further assessments of the child’s needs.

We record the strategies used to support the child in an Individual Provision Map (IPM).  The IPM details the strategies in use within whole class teaching and the provision, staff involved and timing of specific support and interventions. The IPM is reviewed each term and modified accordingly.  Assessment is an ongoing process and this is used to inform the next stage of learning. Children are encouraged to give their views on support strategies as part of the process and tell us what will help them. On occasion the IPM will include strategies suggested by external agencies such as Occupational Therapists, Speech Therapists and Educational Psychologist already involved with the child or referred to by parents.
Wherever possible we do not withdraw children from the classroom situation.  There are times, though, when to maximise learning, the children may work in small groups or in a one-to-one situation outside the classroom. 
Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP) the replacement for Statements of SEN
If the IPM review identifies that support is needed from outside services, we will consult parents prior to any support being actioned.  In most cases, children will be seen in school by external support services.  This may lead to further additionality and one-to-one support being required.  External support services will provide information for the child’s IPM.  The new strategies within the IPM will, wherever possible, be implemented in the child’s normal classroom setting. Small group or individual precision teaching or specific programmes may be used to support learning as appropriate.
If the child continues to demonstrate significant cause for concern, a request for statutory assessment will be made to the LA.  A range of written evidence about the child will support the request. 

An EHCP may be drawn up following statutory assessment.
Gifted and talented
When children are assessed on entry to St. Michael’s and during the course of their education at the school, assessment evidence may identify pupils as gifted or talented in one or more aspects of the curriculum.  The school has a separate policy for Gifted and Talented Provision. Nevertheless provision for such pupils is also viewed as an aspect of special educational needs provision and the same principles of inclusion, excellence for all and personalised learning apply.

At St. Michael’s we offer a broad and balanced curriculum which incorporates a wide range of teaching and learning styles to meet the needs of all our pupils. Learning is differentiated and includes provision for our most able pupils. We ensure they are appropriately challenged in a rich educational environment through

· higher order questioning

· activities which develop independent learning

· opportunities for problem solving

· extension and enrichment tasks

· opportunities to accelerate learning.

Talented pupils are given the opportunity to develop through the curriculum, e.g. in music or sport, and through extra-curricular activities such as the school Brass Band and sports competitions. Information received in school regarding community opportunities to develop talents is passed on to parents and children.

Role of the SENCO
At St Michael’s the SENCO:

· manages the day-to-day operation of the SEND policy;

· co-ordinates the provision for and manages the responses to children’s special needs;

· supports and advises colleagues;

· oversees the records of all children with special educational needs;

· acts as the link with parents;

· acts as link with external agencies and other support agencies;

· monitors and evaluates the special educational needs provision and reports to the governing body;

· manages a range of resources, human and material to enable appropriate provision for children with special educational needs;

· contributes to the professional development of all staff.

Professional development

Staff are kept informed of new initiatives and receive training to support their work with children with Special Educational Needs and Disability, and Gifted and Talented children.

Role of the Governing Board
The governing board has due regard to the Code of Practice when carrying out its duties toward all pupils with special educational needs.

St Michael’s Governing Board will:-

· ensure appropriate provision is made for children with special educational needs
· monitor provision and progress by pupils on the SEN register 
· ensure that the school website contains details of the SEN policy and provision and details of the Local Offer as well as the Report on how SEND is led and managed within school
· ensure that parents are notified of any decision by the school that SEN provision is being made for their child.
The Governing Board nominates a Link Governor to have oversight of the school’s provision for pupils with special educational needs.  The SEND Link Governor will meet regularly with the SENCO to discuss SEND provision and will ensure that all governors are aware of the school’s SEN provision.

Allocation of resources 

The Headteacher informs the Governing Board of how funding is allocated to support special educational needs. The Headteacher and the SENCO meet at least annually to agree how to most effectively meet the needs of pupils with SEND.
Partnership with parents
The school website contains details of our policy for special educational needs and disability, and the arrangements made in our school to address those needs, and information is available on request by telephone or at the school office.   

St Michael’s School works closely with parents to support children with special educational needs.  We encourage an active partnership through an ongoing dialogue with parents.  The home-school agreement is central to this.  Parents have much to contribute to our support for children with special educational needs. We have regular meetings to discuss the progress of special needs children with their parents.  We inform the parents of any outside intervention, and we share the process of decision-making by providing clear information relating to the education of their child.

The Single Equality Act 2010 brought together into one new Equality Duty all seven of the equality strands: age, disability, gender, gender-identity, race, religion or belief and sexual orientation. In this school we will ensure that at every level, in all our work and throughout all aspects of the school community and its life, all will be treated equally.

Monitoring and Evaluation

At St Michael’s, the SENCO and SLT:

· monitor the progress of children within the SEND system in school
· consult with class teachers to monitor provision for pupils who access intervention programmes to boost progress

· provide staff & governors with reports of the impact of the policy on the practice of the school
· support teachers involved in drawing up IPMs for children

· meets regularly with the Headteacher to review SEN
· meets regularly with the Link Governor responsible for special needs.

This policy was agreed and adopted by the Governing Body of St. Michael’s C. of E. Primary School, Bamford. The policy will be reviewed at least every three years as part of a programme of policy review or earlier in response to changes in local or national legislation or guidance.
Date: Autumn 2017, Summer 2020         Signed ………………………………………………… 
Date of next review: Autumn 2020
COVID 19 Appendix: June 2020

At St. Michael’s this policy for children with SEND continues to be followed in full during times when there is an outbreak of Covid19. Slight amendments to practice are necessary as detailed:
· Parental contact and meetings are either held at distance according to guidance or held virtually using Microsoft Teams or Zoom.

· The Governing Board has due regard to the Code of Practice and monitors through Virtual Curriculum and Pupil Welfare Meetings rather than in school-based meetings and visits.
· Close work with pupils is undertaken by one adult linked to a child with an EHCP. This in effect forms a small bubble within the class bubble. Should positive handling be required to guide, support or restrain a child, it is only ever undertaken as a last resort anyway. During a Covid outbreak the contact is recorded as a close contact for tracing purposes as well as being recorded for safeguarding and the monitoring of use that usually occurs.

· When home-learning is blended with school teaching and learning in order to reduce class sizes, our balanced curriculum offer continues and pupils with SEND are prioritized for a place in a key worker bubble in order to continue SEND provision with additional adult support and resources.
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